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Effects of Leather Tanneries Waste on Human Health in Kasur 
 
 

Syed Abdullah Shah Qadri (1680–1757) popularly known as Bulleh Shah was great humanist. He provides 

through his writings the solution of different sociological problems of the world. Especially he focused on the 

tubules of the people of his motherland i.e. Punjab. Pollution in Kasur is crying for attention because it is a life 

threatening problem. Leather industry in Pakistan is earning Rs 13,000 million per year. It is the third largest 

export sector of Pakistan whereas Kasur is the second largest leather producing city of Punjab. There are 300 

tanneries, in the begging tanning was done by the bark of Oak trees but currently about 130 toxic chemicals are 

using in different steps which are producing negative impact on the environment. Ground water is main source 

for drinking and other domestic purposes which are not only contaminated with metals but also by 

bacteriological contamination. 750 acres of agricultural land in Kasur has affected by pollution. 

The aim and objective of the current study was to assess the impact of tannery waste disposal on 

environment in Kasur City. Data was collected by interviewing 200 people randomly of whom 50 were labours, 

50 livestock farmers, 100 were students from different areas. Biochemical and Physiological parameters were 

observed in these individuals. The findings were based on environmental pollution awareness and human 

diseases. Survey result also showed different health problems such as skin diseases, itch, rash, cough, fever, 

diarrhoea, headache, asthma, dizziness etc due to unplanned tannery waste disposal. Results showed that 

highest proportion of respondents had low environmental pollution awareness due to their education level. The 

results of this study will be helpful to create people’s awareness on environmental pollution and their health 

problems because of tannery waste disposal. 

In this study, the presence of three heavy metals, that is, Chromium (Cr), Manganese (Mn) and Nickel 

(Ni) were measured by using Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer. The overall mean value of these metals (Cr 

3.924 ± 1.431 mg/Kg, Mn 1.2131 ± 0.1451 mg/Kg and Ni 1.3452 ± 0.0344 mg/Kg, respectively) in Kasur was 

found higher as compared to control samples (Cr 0.2411 ± 0.022 mg/Kg, Mn 0.1604 ± 0.015 mg/Kg and Ni 

0.1519 ± 0.031 mg/Kg, respectively).  
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